
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45 and 10:30 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

 November 1—Friday, MOPS (Mothers 

of Preschoolers) from 9 AM-11 AM in 
the Soul Garage. Child care in the 
Ministry Center.  

 November 1-2 —Friday and Saturday, 

Youth Retreats, Guys at Tomahawk 
Scout Camp, Girls at Arrowhead 
Bible Camp.  RSVP with Pastor Tony. 

 November 2-3—Daylight Savings 

Time Ends. Fall back—don’t show up 
too early for church. 

 November 5,12,19, &26—Tuesdays, 

Women’s Self-Defense Class at 6:00 
PM in the Gathering Place.   

 November 7—Thursday, All-

Congregation Prayer  Meeting in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 PM 

 November 8—MOPs Mom’s Night 

Out, 7:00 PM in the Fellowship  Hall. 

 November 9—Friday, Manic Drive 

and Press Play Concert in the 
Gathering Place and Soul Garage.  
Doors open at 6:30 PM. Concert 
begins at 7:00 PM.  Go to 
www.tiderecords.com/jctv to see 
more and purchase advance tickets. 
Tickets at the door is $15. See Pastor 
Tony for details. 

 November 14—Thursday, Kick-Off for 

Women’s Study “Prayer & Spiritual 
Warfare w/ Laura Zook in the 
Conference Room at 6:45 PM 

 November 17—Sunday, Luke & 

Cheyenne Neraasen will present 
Mission Vision for Thailand  briefly at 
worship services. 

 November 18—Monday, Young At 

Heart (Age 55+) will eat at noon 
(loaded potatoes provided) followed 
by Barbershop Quartet “Anything 
Goes.”  

 November 18-25—Monday through 

Monday, Operation Christmas Child 
shoe boxes will be accepted at the 
Ministry Center.  See posters for 
times.  For further information 
contact Jonathan Caldwell at 715-
234-8313.  

 November 28—Thursday, HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING  (Church Office will 
be closed Thursday and Friday.  
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November: Hug Your Pastor Month 

 The month of October is traditionally Pastor Appreciation Month and for 
good reason.   Pastors have a unique calling from God with the charge to influence 
the spiritual life of those they serve.  His life is often in a fishbowl for the public to 
see with unrealistic expectations of a perfect wife, perfect kids and perfectly 
checked emotions that overflow with Biblical wisdom.    Sometimes I wonder if we 
set our pastors up to disappoint us based upon our own unrealistic expectations.    

 The book of I Timothy, Chapter 3, and Titus 1 walk through a list of 
qualifications for those in leadership and I would encourage you to read through 
them in detail, although I will highlight a few examples.    I Timothy Chapter 3 
starts with the following.  “Here is a trustworthy saying:  If anyone sets his heart 
on being an overseer, he desires a noble task.”    The word overseer here means 
one who oversees a local congregation.   One who teaches, preaches, directs the 
affairs of the church, shepherds the flock and guards the flock from errors.   Wow,  
what a job description!   The first qualification listed in verse 2 is “to be above 
reproach.”   This does not mean perfect but it does mean blameless.   When 

mistakes come, he owns them and makes them right.   He 
leads by example and demonstrates what forgiveness and 
restoration looks like.     

 Your pastors have the charge to teach, instruct, 
admonish, correct, to love and ultimately to oversee.     The 
passion they have is a passion for your heart.   We may never 
know the countless hours they spend on their knees 
interceding on our behalf;  the hours of study to accurately 
use and interpret God’s word and the countless hours away 
from their own families to shepherd God’s family.    

 I say this to you because pastoral burnout is a real issue.  Fifteen hundred 
pastors leave the ministry each month.  Nine hundred thirty-five, (935 or 89%) of 
the pastors in one survey also considered leaving the ministry at one time. Five 
hundred ninety, (590 or 57%) said they would leave if they had a better place to go
-including secular work. 

 Let’s make November “hug your pastor month.”   Thanksgiving will be 
coming and we want both Pastor Tony and Paul to know how much they mean to 
us and how thankful we are for them.  Honor them, protect them and make their 
job easier by willingly submitting to their leadership and following their example.   
If they have impacted you and touched your life, let them know.   Let them know 
with a big heartfelt hug that says, “thank you for serving.”     

PS:  We also hear Pastor Bill lights up when hugged.   

Respectfully yours, 
Darren Cox 
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Saying Good-bye 
Saying good-bye to  

Pastor Dan Reid is very 

difficult after fifteen 

years of leadership and 

fond memories  at  Mara-

natha E. Free Church. 

Pastor Dan has taken a 

position as Community 

Life Pastor at Central 

Peninsula Church in 

Foster City, CA (near San 

Francisco.)  Julie and 

daughters Katie and 

Holly will join Dan soon 

in California.  These 

pictures are just a few 

looking back at some 

special times.  Our 

hearts and prayers go 

with the Reids.  May God 

bless them always. 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Parks, Larry Anderson, Marilyn Longseth, Nancy 
Peters, Stan Oftedahl, Marv Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, 
Ray Caldwell, Don Murley, Pat Swanson, Violet Fossum, 
Dean Williams, Connie Blix, Amanda & Gerald Stariha, 
Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Julie Reid’s dad Bert, Bob 
Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Jeannine Zook’s dad Bill, 
Dan & Janette Young’s daughter Suzette, RL football player 
Turner Swanson, Steve Neidermire’s dad Vern, Paul 
Murry’s brother Benny, Glen Wegner’s brother Greg,  
Esther Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and 
Barbara,  Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn, Lee & 
Shelby Wohlk’s grandson Jesse, Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie, Cheri Kromrey’s sister, Fran Reich’s 
children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s 
children, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Sandra 
Kane’s brother Rollie, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo and daughter Karen, McClain’s daughter-
in-law Sandy,  Dan & Carol Kubista’s brother-in-law Donald,  
Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister 
Darlene,  Patricia Young’s brother Harlan, Mary Graese’s 
sister Corinne, Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-law Rick and 

“But God has 
surely listened 
and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

dad Jim and friend Margo. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: Ruth 
Fredrickson-Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois 
Carlson. 

Serving in the military:   Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn is serving in the Middle 
East. Mike & Lori Green’s son Kyle is serving 
overseas in the Navy. 

Praises:  The healthy birth of Miller Vincent Graese 
to parents Sean & Sami Graese on September 26th.  
Shawna Kuhrt is celebrating the birth of son Kaden 
John on August 31st. Jeremy & Leah Margan 
welcomed daughter Elizabeth to 
their family on August 31st. Steve 
& Joan Neidermire have been 
accepted into membership at 
Maranatha. Pastor Bill Lerch has 
been chosen to serve as our 
Intentional Interim Pastor.  We 
welcome Bill and his wife Karen to 
our midst.    

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

 A number of years ago, scientists tried to create an earth-
like, self-sustainable condition in the Bio-Dome or Bio-Sphere 
Project in the Arizona desert.  It ultimately failed, but scientists 
learned some valuable information about sustainability.  Not the 
least of what they learned is that trees that do not have winds to 
help them develop strength, toppled and fell because they were 
weak.  Trees need the pressures of the wind to produce strength 
in their core and in their roots.   

 This truth can be applied to Christians.  When we are 
never challenged and when we never experience real hardships, 
we are weak and do not grow properly.  We do not develop a 
good root system, nor a sturdy belief, nor the strength to stand 
up to the challenges the enemy sends our way.  If you look at the 
generations before us, you will see kind, steadfast, sure people of 
God.  Their lives have the fingerprints of God on them.  They have 
been molded and shaped by their Creator.  And quite honestly, 
they are a wonderful sight to behold...bent down, humble, loving, 
and carved with lines of age and wisdom.  I love the Bible 

testimonies of Abraham, Moses, Daniel, David, and the many others who, though imperfect,  were shaped by God’s holy 
hands.  Even my own great-grandmother was known for her Christian kindness, and selfless  ways.  She was not big in 
stature and had a difficult life but God’s mark was upon her. I am grateful for these examples of God’s work.   

 “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him; for He knows 
how we are formed, He remembers we are dust.   The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; 
the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.  But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s 
love is with those who fear Him, and His righteousness with their children’s children— with those who keep His covenant 

and remember to obey His precepts.  The Lord has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom rules over all.” 
Psalm 103:13-19. 
 We can praise God for His hand upon us, molding and shaping us to be what He needs of us, not what we want—but 
what He wants. I feel Him carving the lines, then bending, and breaking off of the things that don’t belong. It hurts, but His 
compassion is brought forth in this process in not leaving us to die unchanged, and unmarked by Him.  May the Lord bless 
you and sustain you as you are being shaped and molded too by His compassionate work.    In Christ, carmen 



 Women’s Self-Defense Class at 6:00 PM in the Gathering Place on Tuesdays, beginning November 5th.  Women, if you are interested 
please come on Tuesday night to the Ministry Center.   
Church-Wide Prayer  Meeting — Thursday, November 7,  in the Sanctuary at 7:00 PM led by Doug Ripplinger.  
MOPs Mom’s Night Out, November 8 th at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship  Hall. 
Manic Drive and Press Play Concert on November 9—Friday, in the Gathering Place and Soul Garage.  Doors open at 6:30 PM. Concert 
begins at 7:00 PM.  Go to www.tiderecords.com/jctv to see more and purchase advance tickets. Tickets at the door is $15. See 
Pastor Tony for details. 
Women’s Study “Prayer & Spiritual Warfare” begins November 14—Thursday, at 6:45 PM with Laura Zook in the Conference Room  
November 18—Monday, Young At Heart (Age 55+) will eat at noon (loaded potatoes provided) followed by Barbershop Quartet 
“Anything Goes.” Please RSVP at the bulletin Board in the fellowship hall to the left, or RSVP on the back side of the Blue Sheet in 
Sunday’s bulletin. For further information contact lee and Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925.  
Operation Christmas Child,  November 18-25—Monday through Monday, Gift shoe boxes will be accepted at the Ministry Center for 
Operation Christmas Child..  See the chart below for drop-off times..  For further information contact Jonathan Caldwell at 715-
234-8313.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Drop-Off Times at Maranatha Ministry Center 

 

 
 HAPPY Thanksgiving.   November 28 & 29th,, Thursday and Friday, Our church office will be closed for the holiday. Please contact 

Pastor Paul in case of an emergency.  

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you to 
where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center.  
 
Service Times : Sunday services are 8:45 AM & 10:30 AM. Hide and Seek Children’s Sunday School for children ages 30 months through 
6th Grade is during both services in the Ministry center.  Sunday School for 7th and 8th graders is available in the 10:30 AM hour. The 
children’s Sunday School programs are identical for both services.  Nursery is available for infants through 36 months in the main 
church for all services.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 

Nov. 18 Nov. 19 Nov. 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 22 Nov. 23 Nov. 24 Nov. 25 

1:00 PM-3:00 

PM 

9:00 AM- 11:00 

AM 

2:00 PM – 4:00 

PM 

5:00 PM- 7:00 

PM 

11:00 AM - 1:00 

PM 

10:00 AM- 12:00  

PM 

8:30 AM – 12:00 

PM 

9:00 AM – 11:00 

AM 

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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